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Beautiful Settings. Unforgettable Moments. 
10 tips for designing your dream day. 

 
1. Know your priorities 

• Knowing what is most important to you will help you make key decisions, allot your 

budget and minimise waste.   

 

2. Be true to yourself 
• Don’t make your wedding something your not. Ultimately you won’t enjoy the day 

as much as you might have hoped and neither will your guests.  

 

3. Infuse your celebration with meaning 
• Incorporate traditions from your respective cultures.  

• Include something meaningful in your ceremony program or on your menu. 

• Get guests involved in your ceremony. 

• Make special mention of those who can’t be with you. 

• Give meaningful gifts to your guests. Remember it’s the thought that counts. 

Consider a CD of your favourite love songs, a potted plant, a delicious recipe or a 

hand-written note. These are the gifts that truly show your guests you care.  

 

4. Choose a unifying them 
• A theme will unify the design of your celebration and simplify your decision making 

process. Take inspiration from your setting, and your own personal style, tastes and 

heritage. 

• Carry this theme through everything, your stationery, cuisine, cake, centrepieces, 

party favours and attire.  

• A stylist will help you determine this unifying theme and suggest ways that it might 

be implemented. 

 

5. Be inspired by your surroundings 
• Choose your setting first. All your other decisions will flow out from this. Resist 

the urge to make your venue something it’s not; you will end up not achieving the 

desired result or spending a small fortune. Choose venues that inspire you and then 

honour the space you have chosen with well-placed, harmonious detail.  
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• A Beachside Setting. Think relaxed, organic, simple and unfussy. Consider logistics 

of access, weather and permits. Use natives, orchids, calla lilies, candles, rocks, 

driftwood and glass. Contemplate fresh ocean inspired colours, bright tropical 

hues or subtle earthy tones. 

• A Vineyard Setting. Think sophisticated, luscious, gourmet, opulent. Use roses, 

peonies, hydrangea, fruit, wood, wrought iron and terracotta. Consider a rich 

fruit inspired palette. 

• A Hotel Setting. Think blank canvas! Hotels are perfect for creating your own 

signature look. Do decide on an overall look and stick to it. Be sure to consider 

lighting. 

• Garden Setting. Think vintage, intimate, romantic, natural. Consider seasonality – 

find out what will be blooming. Use vintage china, hydrangea, garden rose, topiary, 

urns, wrought iron. Contemplate pastels, autumn tones or fresh shades of green and 

white. 

• Restaurant Setting. Take cues from your setting, Italian? Japanese? Moroccan? Use 

candles, quality glassware, china and linen. Avoid highly scented flowers. 

 

6. Follow the rule of three.  
• Limit as many elements as possible to no more than three choices. Colour is a 

powerful example of this. A wedding with shades of three colours will look 

composed and balanced. Any more and it will start to look like your at a disco. 

Similarly with flowers, any one arrangement should have no more than three types 

of blooms. Following this rule will streamline your decision process and create an 

atmosphere that is striking and harmonious.  

 

7. Group your design elements. 
• Decorative objects will have more effect when grouped. Creating distinct areas 

like a lounge will have more impact than spreading your furniture throughout your 

space. Clustering votive candles will have more effect than having one per table. 

 

8. Look after your guests 
• A well cared for guest is a happy guest. Ensure you have hired enough staff to 

attend your guests. 

• Don’t forget about safety. Check your venues to insure your guest’s comfort and 

safety. Are hand rails, stairways and paths secure and well-lit? Do you require 

security staff? Make provision for guests who are drinking and may require 

transport. 
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• Provide helpful information. Include accommodation and transport options on your 

invitations. Babysitting provisions and local activities are always appreciated. 

• Pay special attention to out of town guests. Arrange accommodation and 

transportation. Welcome baskets are a thoughtful touch. 

 

9. Invest in quality 
• Use linen napkins unless you are opting for a picnic. 

• Host a cocktail party but serve only the finest food and beverages. 

• Ensure your linen is of a high standard and that it is pressed on the tables to remove 

creases. 

• Hire professional hospitality staff. Waiters, parking attendants, barmen & 

bathroom attendants can make or break your guests experience. Ensure they are 

professional and plentiful. 

• Employ experts. By all means be involved in the detail of your wedding but don’t 

take on an unrealistic job like making hundreds of sugar flowers for your cake, 

sewing your bridesmaids dresses or wiring your bouquets. Certain tasks should be 

left to the experts, after all you get what you pay for! Use experienced and 

qualified vendors with excellent products and attention to customer service. 

Invest your time in personal touches where it will be noticed and appreciated. 

 

 

10. Eliminate the unnecessary extras. 
• If you are going to do something, do it well. If you can’t afford to do it well, don’t 

do it at all.  

• Simplify your bar and offer just wines matched to your meals, beer and soft drink or 

consider a signature cocktail. 

• Display single exquisite blooms in place of huge elaborate floral arrangements. 

• Cancel your dessert buffet and serve your cake plated with berry coulis.  

  




